
	
Name:	__________________________________		
Date:	___________________________________		
 

READING	GUIDE:	CHAPTER	1		
Enrique’s	Journey		

	

Directions:	Complete	the	questions	below	by	answering	with	complete	and	thorough	eighth-grade	
responses!	Use	evidence	from	the	text	when	appropriate.		
	

1. Identify	the	last	words	that	Lourdes	says	to	Enrique.	Explain	how	these	words	signify	the	
heartache	that	Lourdes	feels	particularly	towards	leaving	Enrique.		
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________________________	

2. Describe	Lourdes’	distorted	view	of	the	United	States	and	how	it	differs	from	the	reality	she	
faces.	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
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3. Compare	and	Contrast	the	feelings	Belky	and	Enrique	have	towards	their	mother’s	absence.		
	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

4. Explain	the	significance	of	the	phone	conversations	Enrique	has	with	his	mother	and	
eventually	what	“idea”	is	planted	into	his	head.		

	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	
	
Discussion	Question:	What	are	the	main	reasons	that	Lourdes	gives	for	not	being	able	to	return	home	
when	times	are	tough?	Do	you	feel	her	reasons	are	justified?	
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