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READING GUIDE: CHAPTER 10

Enrique’s Journey

Directions: Complete the questions below by answering with complete and thorough eighth-grade
responses! Use evidence from the text when appropriate.

1. Enrique’s journey to the U.S. took him 120 days and nearly cost him his life many times.
How does his journey compare to the one that Maria Isabel takes? What factor enables
Maria Isabel’s journey to be different than Enrique’s?

2. Although Lourdes is happy to have Enrique with her, she still misses Belky. What recent life
event of Belky’s does Lourdes miss? What is the only way Lourdes believes she will see
Belky again?
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3. While on Don Francisco’s show, how does Lourdes explain her justification for leaving her
children? Why does she still feel torn about this decision?

4. How does Belky’s returning to her son in Honduras answer Don Francisco’s question, “Was
the separation worth it?”

Discussion Question: The question of “Are these separations worth it?” is repeated throughout the
interview with Don Francisco. How do Enrique, Lourdes, and Belky answer this question differently?

How are their answers similar? As the reader, do you feel that the separation was worth it in the end?
Why or why not?
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