
Name: ___________________________________________ 
Date: ____________________________________________ 
 

PERSUASION: TOP TEN POEM 
Writing Workshop #3 

 

Directions: Using your “Rules of Persuasion” and “Mind-Changing Persuasion” techniques, you will work 
with your small group to write a top ten poem: a poem that lists the top ten methods for persuading an 
individual to do one specific task. Your top ten poem will follow the structure of the example given below 
– your reason #10 should be your weakest, and reason #1 should be your strongest.  
 

Top Ten Ways to Get Your Brother to Drink Mud 
 

10. Tell him you eat it all the time. (Use evidence; support.) 

  9. Tell him that mud has a sweet, nutty flavor. (Promote positives.) 

8. Tell him it’s not mud, it’s chocolate. (Lie.) 

7. Hold his arms and stuff it into his mouth. (Use force.) 

6. Spread the mud inside a peanut butter sandwich. (Trick.) 

5. Offer him ice cream if he eats the mud first. (Give an incentive.) 

4. Attach the mud to a booger. (Know your audience.) 

3. Put the mud inside a cupcake. (Trick) 

2. Hand him the mud and say, “Eat it now, or I’ll give you a swirly.” (Threaten.) 

 And the number one method to get your brother to eat mud is: Eat it yourself first. 
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Directions: In the space below, brainstorm with your small group ways to persuade your given individual 
to do your given specific task. Remember, consider the techniques of persuasion we have discussed! Each 
way you choose should be an example of a technique from our list (much like the provided example). 
Once you brainstorm, order the top ten. You will write your final draft on a separate sheet. 
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